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Who are the candidates? What do their parties stand for? What are they promising?

Atiku Abubakar, 76, PDP (People’s
Democratic Party). Abubakar is from the
north-east.

He is considered a legacy candidate, having
been vice-president of Nigeria from 1999 to
2007 alongside a long career at the zenith of
Nigerian business and politics. This is his sixth
tilt at the presidency.

Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) -

PDP has historically been one of the two major
parties in Nigerian politics, and dominated
Nigerian politics for most of the past two
decades until  the APC won power in 2019. It is
a centre-right party with a neoliberal economic
outlook and a conservative social outlook.

Stears polling projection vote share: 20%

1. Restoration of Nigeria’s unity through
effective management of national diversity.
2. Deepening of democratic values.
3. Inclusive economic growth, generating
wealth and reducing poverty.
4. Realigning Nigeria’s federal system.
5. STEM-focused education.

Peter Obi, 61, Labour Party – frontrunner of
the frontrunners.

Obi, 61, is widely expected by polls to win. He
is Igbo, from the south-east – two
characteristics that have rarely produced
Nigerian presidents. An Obi victory would
break the PDP/ADP duopoly that has
dominated Nigerian politics.

The Labour Party (LP)

LP is a social democratic political party
founded in 2002 and was previously known as
the Party for Social Democracy (PSD) before
changing to its current name the following year.
The party aims to promote and defend social
democratic principles and ideals for the
purpose of achieving social justice, progress
and unity. The party currently has minimal
representation in the upper and lower houses.

Stears polling projection vote share: 41%

1. Secure Nigeria, end banditry and insurgency
by managing diversity.
2. Agrarian revolution, export-oriented industry
to establish a production-centred economy.
3. Legal and institutional reforms.
4. Create a digital economy.
5. Expansive power, rail, road and air
infrastructure.
6. Enhance youth human capital through
education.
7. Afro-centric diplomacy.

Bola Ahmed Tinubu, 70, APC (All
Progressives Congress) – incumbents,
projected runner-up.

Tinubu, 70, was governor of Lagos State in the
south-west from 1999-2007. Unusually for
Nigerian politics, he and his running mate are
both Muslims – the first same-faith presidential
ticket in three decades.

All Progressives Congress (APC)

The other major political party, formed in 2013
as a merger of Nigeria’s three largest
opposition parties, APC candidate Buhari’s
victory in the 2015 presidential election was the
first time an opposition party peacefully
unseated the incumbents. As a ‘big tent’ of
progressive forces, APC’s policies have moved
from left to centre during Buhari’s reign.

Stears polling projection vote share: 31%

1. Sufficient jobs with decent wages.
2. Domestic invention and manufacturing.
3. Export more and import less.
4. Promote agricultural productivity.
5. Modernise, expand public infrastructure.
6. Support young people, women by
harnessing emerging sectors.
7. Economic opportunity for the poorest.
8. Sufficient, affordable electricity.
9. Accessible, affordable basic healthcare,
education, housing.
10. Strong national security architecture.
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